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Traffic Calming Policy 

Purpose 
 

Traffic calming measures can be proposed as a 
potential method of slowing the speeds of motorists, 
thereby creating a safer environment for all users of 
the transportation system. These measures, when 
applied appropriately, have the potential to create a 
“self-enforcing” quality for the street that physically 
encourage motorists to drive at or below the speed 
limit.  
 
The greatest benefit of traffic calming is increased 
safety. Compared with conventionally designed 
streets, traffic calmed streets can have fewer collisions 
and reductions in injuries and fatalities. These safety 
benefits are mostly the result of slower speeds by 
motorists that result in greater driver awareness, wider 
fields of vision, shorter stopping distances, and less 
physical impact during a collision. At 20 mph or less, a 
vehicle is much less likely to kill or severely injure a 
pedestrian in a collision.  
 
Other contributing factors to these safety results 
include a more legible street environment and design 
advantages for pedestrians and cyclists. Bulbouts on 
corners of intersections, for example, allow 
pedestrians to see past parked cars prior to crossing the street. The accommodation and comfort of 
pedestrians increases greatly as speeds go down. Acceptable gaps (the space between moving vehicles) are 
better judged at slower speeds, and at 25 mph or less drivers are much more likely to yield to pedestrians 
and let them cross the street than at higher speeds.  
 
Other potential benefits to traffic calming measures include 
higher property values, increased awareness of retail 
establishments, and general quality of place and life 
benefits.  

Process 
 

Candidate Site Screening and Prioritization 
Candidate sites for traffic calming may be proposed 
through a number of sources, including the following: 

• Requests from concerned citizens and neighborhood groups through the City 311 system, via elected 
representatives, town hall meeting input, direct contact with the department, or other means 

• Submissions from businesses, institutions, developers, and organizations utilizing the same means 

• Highlighted areas from systemwide planning efforts including citywide crash and speed data 
analysis, input from public safety departments (police and fire), and recommendations from general 
planning reports 

 

BDOT strives to develop and maintain a 
safe and efficient multimodal transportation 
system that is rooted in supporting walkable 
vibrant communities. We are working to 
ensure that the City of Birmingham’s 
transportation system promotes a high 
quality of life, a healthy environment, and 
strong economic vitality. 
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 Candidate sites typically consist of: 

• One or two connected intersections 

• A street segment along a one to three block 
length 

 
Sites will be screened and prioritized for engineering 
analysis according to recognized feasibility indicators.  
 

Engineering Analysis  
After candidate sites are received, screened and 
prioritized, an initial engineering analysis is performed 
by BDOT to field measure vehicle speeds at the site, 
analyze crash rates, observe and measure intersection 
and street geometry, determine site distance, and 
gather experiential input from stakeholders.  
  

Traffic Calming Measure Selection and Design 
Many consider speed humps to be synonymous with 
traffic calming, but in reality there are many 
applications that can be utilized to create an 
environment for slower vehicle speeds. BDOT technical 
staff will work with the Traffic Calming Working Group 
and the applicant in a collaborative process, seeking to 
select and design the traffic calming measures that are 
most appropriate to the site context, best suited to 
reduce vehicle speeds, and most practical for 
implementation.  
 
Depending on the resulting recommendations, BDOT 
may require a petition of adjacent neighbors which 
must be performed by the applicant. BDOT will provide 
a petition form to the applicant to gather supporting 
signatures of at least 67% of the residents and/or 
business owners whose properties are located on the 
same street and within the block length of the proposed 
speed hump locations. 
 

Prioritization  
The Traffic Calming Working Group evaluates and prioritizes the candidate sites according to these criteria: 

• Vehicle Speed • Vulnerable Users • Street Type 

• Crash Statistics • Context • Economic Development 

• Traffic Volume 

• Project Cost 

• Equity 

• Ped/Bike Volume 

• Cost Share/Grant Funds 

 
There is currently a preexisting list of known problem areas, so time frames for analysis, design and 
prioritization will vary. 
 

The Traffic Calming 
Working Group is made 
up of professionals from 
City Transportation, 
Planning, Police and 
Fire Departments. 
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Funding, Installation and Follow-Up Analysis  
There is currently no ongoing dedicated funding source for traffic calming measures. However, there are 
potential mechanisms for funding the recommended improvements.   

• Neighborhood Funds • Tactical Implementation 

• Public and Private Grants • Private Cost Sharing 

• Inclusion in Upcoming FY Capital Budget • Council Funds 

 
Before project installation is initiated, neighborhood organizations and stakeholders will be notified of the 
upcoming construction activities. Follow-up analysis will be conducted to measure the effect of the projects on 
vehicle speeds, volume, and crash frequency and severity. 

Traffic Calming Measures  
 

 This table comprises a non-
exclusive list of possible traffic 
calming measures and their 
relative cost and appropriateness 
for application according to street 
type. Street types are based on 
the definitions established by the 
ITE/CNU Walkable Urban 
Thoroughfares Manual, an 
engineering standard adopted 
by the City of Birmingham. They 
correlate roughly with the 
functional classifications of 
arterial, collector and local 
streets.     
 
As described in the previous 
section, traffic calming measure 
selection and design is the result 
of careful engineering analysis, 
consideration of context, 
available project budget and 
designation of contract labor vs. 
installation by city forces.  
 
In the following pages these 
measures are defined and 
illustrated, derived from the City 
of Birmingham Comprehensive 
Plan. 
 
 
 
 
  

Legend

Appropriate

Conditional

Not appropriate

Rel. Boulevard Avenue Street

Cost (Arterial) (Collector) (Street)

1 Fog Lines/Parking Lane Buffers $

2 Narrow Travel Lanes $

3 On-Street Parking $

4 Rumble Strips $$

5 Speed Humps $$

6 Speed Table $$

7 Chicane $$$

8 Choker $$$ <3,000 ADT

9 Traffic Circle $$$

10 Raised Intersection $$$

11 Reduced Curb Radii $$

12 Street Trees and Ped. Scale Lighting $$$

13 Shared Space $$$$

14 Textured and Colored Pavement $$

15 Yield Street $ <3,000 ADT

16 Prohibit Right-Turns on Red $

17 Remove Dedicated Right Turn Lane $$

18 Signal Timing Modification $

19 Leading Pedestrian Interval $

20 Removal of Pedestrian Push Button $

21 Pedestrian Countdown Signal $$

22 Protected Left Turn $$

23 Road Diet $$

24 Roundabout $$$$

25 In-Street Yield to Pedestrian Paddle $

26 High-Visibility Crosswalk $

27 Raised Crosswalk $$

28 Bulb-Out/Curb Extension $$$

29 Raised Median Island/Ped. Refuge $$

30 Pedestrian Rapid Flashing Beacon $$

31 Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon $$$

32 Bike Wayfinding $

33 Bike Sharrows $

34 Bike Lanes $

35 Bike Box $$

36 Bicycle Boulevard $$

37 Protected Bike Lane $$

38 Greenway/Sidepath $$$

39 Bicycle Parking $

40 Bicycle Signals and Sensors $$

Traffic Calming MeasureNo.
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